












Source: New York City Neighborhood Tabulation Area. 
Data mined by author from NYC Parks Events.



The Earth is approaching a critical boundary line to a safe operating space and 
cities play a critical role in this perilous transition. The way urban areas affect 
ecosystem services ðor the benefits which Nature provides us with like air 
purification, clean water, soil fertility, and food supply ðis, in fact, an increasing 
concern for communities and policymakers worldwide. Being one of the world's 
largest metropolitan regions, New York City is an important urban ecosystem to 
understand and study. Decisions made here have vital repercussions for the 
region and the resiliency of the planet as a whole. Yet defining and measuring 
ecosystem services is far from straightforward and requires new approaches and 
interdisciplinary research. This is even more so for cultural ecosystem services 
like community cohesion. The New York City Urban Field Station (UFS) is an 
organization that has been at the forefront of this research over the past decade. 

The purpose of this report is to support ongoing efforts at the UFS by improving 
current understanding of the relationship between ecosystem services and 
community cohesion. Three central research questions are explored: How do we 
define community cohesion as an ecosystem service? Where do we see community cohesion 
in New York Cityõs urban ecosystem? Why does community cohesion matter when 
planning for ecosystem services? To answer these questions, a mixed-methods 
research design was developed ðcombining data from scholarly publications,  
publicly available spatial and qualitative data, and 6 semi -structured interviews 
with key informants in New York City. Besides new representations of 
community cohesion and a sample Fact Sheet for the mapping and investigation 
of ecosystem services in the future, one key outcome of the research is that 
community cohesion is both the basis for and the result from effective ecosystems 
management.




